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 � �* � 
 � 
 �� � � �, +�� 
 � �+�� � � �� 
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� � � � � � �� � * � 
 - �
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 � �� � � � �
 ��� . �� � � 
 ��� � � 
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 � � �
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 �� � � � � � � 
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 ���
 � � �
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 �+�� � � �
 � �
 � �� �
 � � �� 
 � � � �� 
 � ���
 ��
 � � �* � ��
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 ��
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 �� � � �
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 ��+��� � �� � � � �
 � � �� � * � � 
 � � �
 �� �� � �0 � � 
 
 � � �
 
 �� �
 � �* 
 � 
 �� � �� �� �� 
 � 
 � � �* �
 � �
 � �� � �� �

 � � �. � � �� ��<- � � �
 . � � 
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 � � �
 � 
 � � �
 � � �. 
 � �, � � 
 � ��
 � � �0 � � � 
 � +��� � � � ��
 � � �� �
 � �
 � �
� � � � +�� � � � �
 
 �� ��' �
 �� � A� �F � * � 
+�7 � � � �� �' � � � �. 
 � �� � �� 
 � � � � �+�� � � - �� � � � �
 � 
 
 �� � �� � � �� �
� 
 ����� � - � �� * �
 �* � 
 � � �* �
 � �. �
 � �<� � �
 � � �
 � 
 
 �� � �* 
 � 
 � � � 
 � � ��� 
 � �� � � 
 �
 � � ��
 � 
 � � �. � �� � �� � �
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 � �N� 
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 � � � � �A�' � � � �� 
 ��� � �
 � �� � � � 
 �
 
 � �
 � +�* � 
 � � ��
 � � �
 � � � �� � � � � � � � �
 �
 � � * � � 
 � +�
� � � 
 �� � 
 ��, � � 
 3� � . � ��? � �� �� 
 � � +�� � . �� � � � � � � ��
 � � �	 
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 � � * 
 �
 
 �� � 
 � � �� � �
 � � �. � � �� �
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 � � �
 � � �� �- �� . � �
 �� � �� 
 ��� � �8=�
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 �- � �+�� � � � � 
 �* � ��
 �� 
 ��� �� 
 � � +�� 
 � � � � �+�
 � � � � 
 � �
 � 
 
 �
 � �� �0 � � � � ��� � � �� � +�� � �
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 �, +�
 �53�� � � � � �. �
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 ��
 � +��<- � � �
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 � � ��� � �- �� � 
 ���� - � ��
 � �� �
* � ��� � � * � +��
 ��� ��' � . �� 
 � +�* � � � �
 � � �� � � � � )� �
 � � � � �� �
 �B� � � �. � � �� �* � � � � � �
 � 
 
 �
 � �� �� � ��)
� � �* ��� � � �� � +�. � � �� �, � �
 � � � J�D� � ��� ��
 �. � � � �
 � � � ��
 � � � ��� �
 �� � �� - � � +� � � �. � � �� �, � �
� � � � � � 
 
 , �� �
 � � �. � ���� � � ��
 � � �
 � � �P� �
 � � �	 
 
 �� � � A�� � � � � 
 � �
 � �� ��� �� 
 
 � �* � - � � 
+�, +�=98: �
. � � �� �, � �� � � � � � � � 
 � +��� 
 � � � �� �' � �+�� � � �* 
 � � � �* � � - �� � � �
 � � �, � � 
 �� � 
 � * �� �� � �
 � � �� 
 ��� � � �� � �

 � �� �53�� � � � � �. �
 � �� 6�� �� � � � � � * 
 �� � ��@� � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �* � � * �� ���
 �. 
 � �� � 
 �� � � � �. �
 � �� �

 � 
 
 �
 � � +�. � � � �� � � � � ��, � 
 �
 � � �� � � � � �� � 
 � 
 
 � � �
 � � � � � � �� � � � � ��
 � � �
 � 
 � � � �B� � �� � 
 � � � �3�� � �� � �
0 � � A� �L �� � � � � �� � - � � � � � � 
 �8E�� � ��)
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 � � � � � � �
 � �� 
 �- 
 
 �� � ��� �
 
 � 
 
 � � � � 
 �
 � �� � � �� 
 ��� 
 �
 � �
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 ��� � ��. � �� � �� � * �� �� 
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 ��� ��
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 � �
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 �� �� � �
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 � � � � 
 � �� � �0 � � � � �. � � � �3� � . � ��
 � � �
 � � �� � � � � 
 ��
� � � � � * 
 � �� � �0 � � � 
 �� �� � ��)3� � . �� � � � � � � 
 ��� � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � �, � � � �� 
 � � �� � �� � . � �
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 � � �� � � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � � �� 
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 � �
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 � � ��� � � �� � �� � ��, � 
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 � � �
 � � � � � � �
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 �� � �� � �
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 � � �4$ �� � �
 � �� 
 � �+�
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 �
 �* � � � �
 � � �� � �* * �� � �� � * � 
 � ��
 * * � 
 � �� � � 
 � 
 � � �

 � � �
 � �� � �� � � 
 � � +� . �
 � � � 
 �� - �� � � � � �� � ��
 � �
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 � � � 
 
 � � �
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 ��
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 � � �6�

@� 
 
 �
 �� � � 
 � 
 � 
 �
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 �� � �� � �� 
 � �+�� � � �� 
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 � � 
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 � � 
 � � � ��� � � � �
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 � � �
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 � 
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 � ��� � 
 � 
 �� �
 � � �
 �. 
 +� �
 � � 
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 � � �� � � � �* � � - 
 � �- � ��
 � � ��� � � �* � � � � 
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                                    Above: graphic design from Gospel of Thomas, NHL. 

                                    Left: graphic design from Coptic Magic Text 4959. Coptic Museum, Cairo, Egypt. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Because a growing number of people now quote GThom, shouldn’t it be 
recognized as holy writ on a par with the Christian Bible, the Jewish Tanakh, the 
Muslim Quran, the Hindu Vedas, and such like? 
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By what authority can the claim be made that the Gospel of Thomas (or any of the 
other Nag Hammadi Library books) is not authentic Scripture? 
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Luke was not a directly appointed apostle, yet he wrote a Gospel. Neither was Paul, 
yet he wrote many letters now considered Bible canon. Jesus never spoke to them 
directly during his ministry on earth. Yet both writers claimed to present 
knowledge of Christ directly or transcendentally. So why would GThom and other 
NHL books not be considered valid just because it is not traceable through the 
apostles? 
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Why shouldn’t a person study the NHL contents? It can be enlightening. 
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Just as different computers run different operating systems, doesn’t God allow for 
diversity within his unity? And is not the fact that there are a wide variety of 
denominations of the Christian faith who adhere to the same basic fundamentals of 
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Aren’t the NHL writings valuable for at least revealing the historical Jesus, which 
was an understanding lost by the meddling of dogmatic, stagnant, and isolationist 
institutions claiming to be Christian? 

� � � �	 ' � �. � �
 �� � � �� � � � � �
 �- 
 � �� 
+�� � �- �� . � �� � �� � � � � �
 � 
 
 �
 � � �/ � �
 � ��� �� � � 
 � 
 � 
 �
 � �
 � � �
� �� 
 � � �� 
 ��+�� � � � � � 
 � � � �� � � � � ��
 � � �� - � � �
 � �
 � � �� 
 � � � �� �* � � � � � 
 
 
 �� � �� � �� � � � � ��

� � � � �� � �
 � � �	 ' � �� � � 
 � � 
 � ��� � �� 
 
 � �
 � 
 
 �� � � � � �. 
 � �� � � � 
 ��+��� - � �- � � �. �
 � �> 
 � +�
> 
 � � 
 �� � � ��
 � � �
 � 
 
 �
 � � � � �� � �� 
 � � �
 �� � � �1� � �� 
 � � � 
 � � �
 � � � � � �� � �
 � �� � � � �- � � � �� � � 2�� � �
 � � �
� � � �� � �� 
 � ��� � �� �	 ' � �- �� . ��� �� �� 
 � �+�� � 
 �� * � � �� �� � � ��� � �� 
 
 � � ��� �� 
 � � � �� 
 ��� � � �* 
 � � � ��D� � �
�� � 
 
 � � � ��
 ��� � � � ��� � �� � 
 �� � � � �
 � � �0 � � * � ��� � �� � ���* �� 
 � �* � � � * 
 � � �
 �� � � , � � �� � �� �� � � � � �� � � ��
, � 
 � �� �� 
 � � �� 
 ��
 � � �� � � � � � ��
 � 
 
 �, � �� � ��� 
 � �/ � � � 
 �� � �
 � � �� �
 �� �� � �� � � � � �, � �� � �. �
 � � � 
 �� �� ��

 � � �� � � 
 � �> 
 � +�> 
 � � 
 �� � � A� �� � * � 
 
 
 �� � �� � �* � � 
 )� �� � �* �� � � �* �� � 
 � 
 �
+��

? �� � � � * �� 
 � +�
 � � � � +�� 
 � �� - � � �, � � � �* 
 � � � � �� � . � �
 � � � � � � �
 � � �
 � � � ��
 � � �. � � �� �� � �. � �� � �
� � � � � � �� � � * �� �� � �� � �
 �� � � � � 
 �N� � �+�� � 
 ���A�
 � �
 �� � * � � � �� � �� � � �
 �� � � � 
 �� ���� � 
 � � �� � � � �� � � � � �



33 

. � � �N� 
 +�� � � � � 
 �+�� � � 
 � � ��� � - � � � � � � 
 � �
 � � �� � � � � � �� � �A�� � �. � � �, +�� � � � �
 � � � � � 
 � �. ����
� � - � 
 ��� �� � � �� �
 
 �
 � � �� � � �
 �� � � �
 � � �� � � � � � . �� 
 - � �
 � � �. � � �� ��� � �� ��
 
 
 � � �- �� . �. � � �� �

 * * � 
 � �
 � �� � � � � � �
 � � �� � � �� 
 �
 � � A�. �
 � �
 �� � * � ��� �
 � � �� � 
 - � � �+�L �� � � � � �
 � ����� � �
 �� 
 
 � �
 � � �
� � * 
+��1F � � 
 � � � � � � +�=8�8#C�7 � � 
 � � �88�=! C�' � , � � . � �8=�=&2�

� � �
 � � �� � � �� � �� 
 � �� � �
 �* � � � � � ��� �. � � 
 � � � �
 � � +�, � ��� - � �
 � 
 
 �� 
 � � � �� 
 ��� � � �* 
 � � � �
 � � �
 � � �
� �� 
 � � �� 
 ��� � � � � � 
 �� � � �
 � . 
 � � ��� � �
 �� 
 � +�
 � � �
 � � �
 � � � �� � � � � � �� � � �� 
 �
 � �
 � � �� � � 
 � �� � ��� � �
. � � 
 � � � �
 � � �� � ��� 3� � ��� � 3� � . � ��
 � � �� � � 
 � ���
 � �	 ' � �. � �
 �� � � �
 � � �� � � � � � . �� � * � � �� � �� � 
 �
� � � �� � � 
 � � * �
 
 �� � �
 � �� �� � � � �� �
 
 3� �� � 
 � ��
 � � �	 ' � �. � �
 �� � � �
 � � �� � 
 �� � � � - 
 � A� �� 
 � � +��� � � ��� �

 � � �* � � � � � )� � � � � �* � � � � � 
 � � ��� �
 � � � � �. � �
 �� � � ��� �
 ��� � � � � 
 �. �
 � �� � � � � A�� 
 � � � �� 
 ��
� � 
 � 
 � 
 � � ��

� � � �� � �+�� � - � �
 
 �� � �
 , � � 
 �� � � � � �� � � � � ��� �
 � � �	 ' � ��� �. � 
 
 �. 
 � ��� �
 � � ��� 
 � �� 
 
 �� � � �� � �
� � � � ��� � � )
 � � ��� � 3� � . � �* � ��� � � * � � � � ��4��
 �* � � � � � �. 
 � 
 � �
 � ��� * � � - � �� �� �� � � � � � 
 
 � � �� � �� � �
� � � � � ��
 � � �, � � 
 �� � � � � � � �
 � �� 
 
 � �
 � � �� 
 ����> 
 
 
 � � . ��> 
 � 3��� � 3� ��
 � � �� � � � ��

� � � 
 �
 � �
 � � � � ��� �� � � � � � �
 �� � � �. � � �� � * * � � 
 �� � � � * �� 
 � +�
 � � � � �� � �
 � � �� � � � �� � � � � �
 � �
� � �� � � �� � � �� 
 �� � ��� 
 � +�� � �
 � � �� 
 � � �
+* � �� � �
 � � � � �� � �
 , � � � � � � ��� �
 � � �� 
 +� �� � �� 
 � � � �� 
 ��
� � � * ��
 
 �� � ��? �8�: 99)+� 
 � )� �� �� � � � * �� 
 � +�
 � � � � +��� �� 
 ����
 �
 � � � � +��H� � 
 �
 � �
 �8�: 99)+� 
 � )� �� �
��� ��� �� 
 ����
 ���� ��� �� � �� � � � �� � 
 ��� � � � 
 � � �
 � � �- 
 �� � �� � �� � �� � � �� � � � � � � 
 � �
 � +�� � � � �
 � 
 � ��
 �
� � � - � � 
 � �
 ���� �
 � �
 � � 
 � ��

4
 ��� ��� * � � 
 
 � 
 �
 � �3� � * ��� �� �� � �
 � 
 
 �� � � � �� � �
 � � �� � � 
 �* � * � �
 � �� � � � � � � 
 � �� � �
 � � �� �� � 
 �
� 
 ��)� ���� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� 
 �
 � �
+�. � � � �� � 
 ��� � �� � � � ��� �
 � � � �, �� �� 
 � � � ��� � � � �
 � �
 � � �
� � � * � � � � �� � �' � � � 
 � ��
 � � �<* �� 
 �� �� � � 
 � � 
 , 
 � ��
 � � �� 
 � +�� 
 � � � � ��4
 ��� �� - �� � � � � �
 � 
 
 �0 � � A� �
� � �+�� * �� �
 �. 
 � ��� - � �- � � ��� �� � 
 
 , ��� � �� � �
 �
 �� � �� � � �� � � �� 
 �
 � �� 
 � � � ��
 � � �� � 
 �� � � � � � 
 �
* � * � �
 � �� � � �� � ��

Doesn’t GThom give strong evidence that Jesus had learned to be a sage in India? 

? �
 � � � � � �
 � � �	 ' � �. � �
 �� � � �� � �� � � � �
 � �� � � � � �
 
 � �. � ���. �
 � �� 
 � � � � ��* � ��� � � * � �� � �� � �4� � �
 ��
, � 
 � �
 � � �� � 
 �
 � � �� � � � � � ��
 � � � � ��� �� � �- 
 ��� �, 
 � �� �� � 
 � �� � �� � �
 � � �
 ��� � � � �� 
 ��
 � � �� � � � � � �
� �
 �� �
 � 
 
 �. � � �� �� � � � � � 
 �
 � +�� � �
 � � �	 ' � �. � �
 �� � � �
 � �� � � � � �� � �	 
 B
 � � 
 � ��

 � � 
 � � � �
 � � � � ��� �� � �� - �� � � � � �� � �. � � �
 � � �� � �� �� 
 ��. � �
 � � � �� � �� � � � �� � � � � � � 
 � �
 � �0 � � � � �

 � � �
 � � �0 � � * � ��� � �� � ���* �. � � � ��
 � � �� � � 
 ���3� �+�4� � �
 )� 
 � � �
 �� �� �� � 
 �, � �
 � � � � � � �� 
 � 
 
 � � � � ��

 �� 
 � �� �* � ��� � � * � � � �. � � �� �
 �� � � �
 � �� 
 - � �, � � � � � �
 �� � � �� 
 �
 � �. � ��� �� � �
 �� 
 � �� �� �� � �� � 
 � +�

 � � � ��� �4� � �
 ��� � � �� � 
 � � � � �� � * �� +� � �, +��� � 
 � � � 
 � � � �� � �
 � � �F �� 
 � 3
 ��
 �� � �� � � � � � � ��� �
? �� � 
 � � � �
 �1� � . � � �- � � �� � � � �. � � � � �
 � � �	 ' � �. 
 � �� �� � � - � � � � 2�
 
 �
 � � �� � � �� � �
 � � �� � � � � � �
� � � 
 � � +�� �- � � �� - �� � � � � �� � �� �� ��� 
 � �� � � �
 � . 
 � � �0 � � � 3�* � ��� � � * � �� 
 �� � � � �� 
 �
 � �� +� � � � 
 �� � ��
	 ' � �. � �
 �� � � �� � � � �
 � �0 � � � � �
 � � �
 � � �0 � � * � ��� � �� � ���* �. � � �� �� 
 - � �� � � � � �
 �� � � � � � 
 
 , �� �
� � � � �
 � � �� � � � � 
 � � � �
 � � � � �� � � � ��� � 
 � � � 
 � � � �� � �� 
 � � � � 
 � �. �
 � �� �
 � � �? �� � 
 � � � �
 � �� � � � � ���

� 
 � � � �. � �
 �� � � �� � � � �
 � �
 � � � � �� � � � � ��� �
 � � �� � � � � �	 
 B
 � 
 � � � �. � � �� �
 �� � �� � * * � � 
 �
 � � �

 � � � � 
 �� � �� � �� � � � �* � � � � � )� � � � � �� 
 � � � +�
 � �� � 
 �, � �� � �� � � � �
 �� � . �� � �� � �� � � �� 
 �
 � �� � � � � � ��
, � � 
 � � � �
 � � �	 
 
B� � 
 �
 �
 � � �
 
 
 � �, � 
 � � �
 � �� 
 - �� � �. � �
 
 � � �* � �+
 � � �� 
 �� �, � � 3� �� � � � �
 � �
 � � � � � 3�
� � �? � 
 � ��14
 �. � � �� �, � �
 � �� � � � �
 �� �� 
 
 3� �
 � �� / � 
 
 � �
 � � �	 
 
B� � 
 �
 �. �
 � �
 � � �� � � 
 �� � � 
 �� � � � �



34 

�� �? � 
 � �8! �: �
 � ��
 �. � � �� �, � �
 � �
 � � � � �
 
 � �
 � � �� �	 � � 
 �� ��� � � � � � � 
 � 
 � ���� �� � � �� � � � � �, � �� . �
 � � �
� � � � 
 
 �� �� � �� � , � ��� ��? � � 
 � �+� ��� �� +� �
 ��. �
 � �� � � �� 
 �
 � � �2�

? 
 
 � �, � 
 �� � �� 
 � � � +�� � � � �
 �� � �� � � � �
 � 
 - � ��
 � ��� � 
 
 �� � � �� � 
 � �� � �� � �4� � 
 � ��
 � �* � � � � � )� � � � � �
� � � � � � �� � �+��� �
 � � �?* � � � +* � 
 �
 � � �� � � � � � * �� � 
 * � 
 ��� � � � �. � �
 �� � � �. � � �� �� 
 - � �� � � � � �

 � � � � * ��� � �� � �
 � 
 - � �� �
 � 
 � � �� � � 
 * �� � �� � �� 
 - �� � �� 
 3� � �� �� �� � 
 
 � �� � �
 � � �
 � � 
 � � � �� 
 
 3� ��. � �� � �
�� �* � � � � � 
 � � ��� �
 � � �?* � � 
 �+* � � �� � �� � 
 � � ���� � � �� � � )� � � � 
 �� �G� � 
 � �
 � 
 � � � � �
 � 
 
 �� � � � � �� �� �� � 
 �
� �� �� � �
 � � �
 � � 
 � � � �� 
 
 3� �15� � � �@� � � � 6��8: %C�� � � �
 �� � �
 � � �G� � 
 � �
 � 
 � � �
 
 �� � �. �
 � �
� � � � � � 
 
 � �� � ��8" " : ��, +�> 
 � �
 � 
 �> � � 
 � � � � �? ����� � � � � � 
 
 � +�^ ! =! �* � ��8! =��5� � � � � �

 � 
 - � �� � ��� �
 � � �<
 � 
 �
 � 
 � � �� �� �� � � � � 
 � � 
 
 � �� � * � � �� � � � �
 
 �
 � � �� 
 � � � �� � �
 � � �� +� �
 � �� � . � ��
 � � �
* � � 
 � � � � �
 � �
 � � ��� � 
 �
 � � �
 � �, � � �� � �4� � 
 � ��62�

� � � � �� � � � ��� 
 �� � �� � 
 
 ��� �� � � * � 
 � �. �
 � �
 � � �� � 
 � 
 � 
 �� � � � �
 � � ��� � � � � �
 
 � � � 
 �, +�
 � � �

 � 
 � � � 
 �� �� � � � � ��. � � ��� �� � � �� 
 ��' � �� 
 �� ��54�� 
 - � �� � 
 �� * � 3� � �� � 
 �� � �� +�� . � ��� * � �� � ��, � 
 �
 � � �
D
 
 � � � �� �� � � �� �. � � �� � � 
 �� � �� 
 � �� �- � � �� � �
 �� � � � 
 � � � � � 
 �
 � �
 � �. � 
 
 �
 � �
 � ���
 � � �. � 
 
 �
 � �
� * � 
 3�6�1� � � � �8=�! " ��� + 2�


